
2020 MMEA High School Video Festival FAQs 

 

The MMEA Officers made the tough decision to cancel the 2020 High School Video Festival that 

was scheduled to take place on April 24, 2020 based on the recommendations from the CDC 

regarding large group gatherings during the COVID-19 outbreak. We know many students look 

forward to this day, but we felt this was in the best interest of everyone involved to cancel the 

video festival. We know many of you will have questions so please see the questions/answers 

below. If your question is still not answered, please email MMEA President, Mark Ciesielski at 

mciesielski@hf233.org  

 

Will students still be able to “hear” the results? 

Yes! We are planning on creating a video that will announce the winners in each of the 

categories and that video will be released on Friday, April 24th. The full list of winners will also be 

released that day on the MMEA website, and we’re still planning on the judging comments to be 

released via email that day as well.  

 

What about the fees already paid? 

The membership fees pay for all of the things that are connected to our Institute Days 

and expenses of the organization (website, contests, etc.). The entry fees and “ticket” fees go 

towards everything associated with the festival - the certificates, trophies/plaques, envelopes, 

etc.  These items are still needed for our virtual festival.  

 

Are the entries still being judged by professionals? 

Yes!  

 

What about NATAS Awards, NATAS Scholarships, and the Luke Palermo Scholarship? 

The NATAS Crystal Pillar Awards and Scholarships will be announced in the same video 

as the MMEA awards. NATAS’ Silver Circle Awards (where students are honored) has been 

postponed until September. We will not be offering the Luke Palermo Scholarship this year. That 

scholarship has a requirement of a video portfolio and since students may not have access to 

editing at home, we didn’t want it to be an uneven playing field. The money set aside for these 

scholarships will be applied to next year’s festival.  

  

How will I receive my certificates/trophies? 

Right now, our plan is to have a day or 2 where teachers can come to a central location 

to pick up their trophies/plaques and certificates. Because we are uncertain about what these 

next few weeks will be like, we will communicate a date/time/location at a later date.  

 

Still have questions that aren’t answered above? 

Email any questions to MMEA President, Mark Ciesielski at mciesielski@hf233.org  
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